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OPENING & WELCOME

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,

the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our

sin. [A moment of silence.]

God, our provider, help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We

question your ways when they differ from the ways of

the world in which we live. We turn to our own

understanding rather than trusting in you. We take

offense at your teachings and your ways.

Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share

with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in

the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are

fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is

always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into

abundant life.

Amen.



SONG - The Church's One Foundation

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.]

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

she is his new creation by water and the word.

From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,

her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth:

one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,

and to one hope she presses with ev'ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed,

by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,

yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How

long?”

and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all

the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that

we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN

[By Pastor Marc.]



A READING FROM 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in

Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his

death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry

that he had made Saul king over Israel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I

have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn

with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for

I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said,

“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord

said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to

the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what

you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name

to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling,

and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have

come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with

me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and

invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the

Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to

Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his

stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as

mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord

looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him

pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this

one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither

has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass

before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not

chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons



here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is

keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring

him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and

brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and

was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is

the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in

the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came

mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out

and went to Ramah.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

MARK 4:26-34

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter

seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and

the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The

earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full

grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in

with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or

what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which,

when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on

earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest

of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of

the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they

were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables,

but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON - Connect

[By Pastor Marc.]

SONG - Shout to the Lord

[Sung by the Chancel Choir. Directed by Argine Safari.]

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven

and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

OFFERING

[Based on work by Rev. Deborah Roof.]

Our God’s generosity has no boundaries. We receive so much

from our loving Creator. This is the time for us to step up and

give back a portion of the overwhelming treasure we have

received so that our meager generosity shouts good news to all

the world.



CLC is grateful for your generosity so that we can be generous to

others with our ministry. If you would like to support this

ministry you can do so on our website or by writing a check and

dropping it in the mail to us. We will use your generous gift to

generously offer the word of God to all people and serve our

neighbors in need. Thank you for the ways your generosity offers

hope to the wider community.

And finally, let us thank our generous God. The abundance you

give us is a wonder for us to ponder. We have searched our

hearts and now offer these gifts. Bless them we pray, so that they

may reach far and wide into the world with joy and good news!

Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS OF THE DAY

[modified from work published by the ELCA Worship blog]

Let us come to God in prayer. When you hear the words, “Hear

our prayers, O Giver of all goodness,” please respond with

“Grant us your life.”

Holy God, Fount of blessings, we pray for the church: that the

seeds of faith which you plant take root and grow; that our

bishops Elizabeth and Tracie help communities of faith take root

in new places; that those churches that are emerging from the

pandemic re-gather their members in safety; and that you bless

the church in Ethiopia and other places that are experiencing

great distress.

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:

Grant us your life.



We pray for the earth: that the trees and plantings in national

forests be protected; that farms around the globe be safeguarded

from drought, flood, and pestilence; and that wild animals thrive

in the habitat they require.

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:

Grant us your life.

We pray for the nations: that world leaders care for those in

greatest need; that Joseph, the President; Philip, New Jersey’s

Governor; Carlos, the Mayor of Woodcliff Lake, and all

candidates for election root their calling in love, mercy, and

hope; that all prejudices cease; that the might of tyrants be

halted; that journalists be kept safe from harassment; that the

displaced find a welcome homeland; and that peace reign

between nations.

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:

Grant us your life.

We pray for the aged: that they be embraced by their relatives

and friends; and that their many needs be met. And we pray for

the children: that they be protected from harm and danger; and

that summertime give them the opportunity to enjoy nature’s

bounty.

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:

Grant us your life.



We pray for health and wholeness: for countries where

COVID-19 is accelerating and vaccines are not available; for

relief agencies, that the hungry be fed; for those who are beaten

down by poverty and homelessness; for those who are suffering

from climate disasters; for any who are sick, especially those

with no access to medical care; and for those we name here

before you: Camp Koinonia, Dolores Albert, Alyssia, Anthony,

Sue Bachstetter, Sharon Bongard, Mark Buckley, Jim

Christensen, Jackson Fehr, Matthew, Jean Helom, Mae Hulburt,

Jerry, Ruben Moreno, Faye Rekosik, Neil, Charles Roach, Joyce

Rudie, Lorraine Sadlon, Lata Sharma, Alice Sheer, Miriam and

Earl Valder and all we name in this moment of silence:

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:

Grant us your life.

For all who have died in the faith, and for those whom we

remember here before you, we offer our thanks, gracious

Redeemer. For all who will die today, we ask your mercy. And at

the end that we join with all your people in the perfection of your

presence, we pray.

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:

Grant us your life.

To you we pray, O God, our Source, Sovereign, and Strength,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE PEACE



I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in

your sacred space. If you are currently by yourself, know that

the entire church is, through Jesus, always with you. Send a

blessing to those physically closest to you or send a text/type out

a DM/or make a plan to call someone you care about - and wish

that the peace of Christ may be with them.

Let us now think about all who are worshipping with us online,

via conference call or in-person. In our hearts, let’s send to your

entire faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of

Christ may be with them.

Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families,

friends, neighbors, and to the entire world. With God’s help, our

hearts are big enough to extend peace that far. Let us embody the

peace of Christ after we leave worship today.

HOLY COMMUNION

[We invited you to gather a bit of bread (or similar item), drink (wine or grape juice).

The elements used during communion remind us of a substantial meal we would eat

during a celebration.]

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit across phone lines, social

media, and the internet - let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through

Christ Jesus, you are welcomed and loved.

This is the body of Christ, given for you.

This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.

[After consuming the elements.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you

and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your

table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in

this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own

life. In your name we pray.

Amen.

SONG - Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.]

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me, save that thou art:

thou my best thought both by day and by night,

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.

Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,

raise thou me heav'n ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,

thou mine inheritance, now and always:

thou and thou only,the first in my heart,

great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

BLESSING

[by Rev. Jan L. Richardson for The Painted Prayerbook.]

May God, who comes to us in the things of this world, bless your

eyes and be in your seeing.

May Christ, who looks upon you with deepest love, bless your

eyes and widen your gaze.



May the Spirit, who perceives what is and what may yet be, bless

your eyes and sharpen your vision.

May the Sacred Three +  bless your eyes and cause you to see.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for

daily prayer for anyone. Contact the church office with

concerns/celebrations.

COVID VACCINATIONS A small group of volunteers has been busy

trying to get you a COVID vaccine! If you’re having difficulties

navigating the many online sign-ups - or have limited internet

access - contact Kate Stutzel at kate.stutzel@gmail.com or contact

the church office.

RIP MEDICAL DEBT is an organization that helps families and

individuals at the poverty level recover from crushing debt caused

by medical expenses. They act like a collection agency - buying up

debt that hasn’t been paid back - but instead of seeking

repayment, they use money from donors to forgive that debt

instead. In that process, they remove that burden from the lives of

families while helping to repair their credit history at the same

time. Together, we’re hoping to raise at least $15,000. I know that

sounds like a lot but that amount of money will be able to forgive

$1.5 million dollars of Medical Debt in Northern New Jersey.

Learn more and make a donation by visiting

https://ripmedicaldebt.org/campaign/north-new-jersey/

THE GENESIS GARDEN is tended every Tuesday at 6 pm. Help

mailto:kate.stutzel@gmail.com
https://ripmedicaldebt.org/campaign/north-new-jersey/


supply 1500 lbs. of fresh produce to the Tri-Boro Food Pantry.

This is an outdoor activity that all ages can participate in. Contact

the church office or Tom Kearns for more info.,

tkearnsnj@gmail.com.

UPCOMING WORSHIP EVENTS On June 20th, we’ll pray for all

recent graduates! If you would like to showcase your graduate,

please submit 3 or 4 photos of them over the years to Pastor Marc

(pastormarc@clc4u.com). On June 27th, worship will be outdoors

as we bring back our annual blessing of animals. All animals, big

and small (and their humans) are invited to attend.

DO YOU GET OUR WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER? It is sent out every

Thursday. Please contact Pastor Marc to sign-up!

TODAY’S ASSISTING MINISTERS:

Musicians Argine Safari & David Scance

THIS WEEK:

Sunday, June 6 10:00 am Worship (Online & Indoors)

Tuesday, June 15 6:00 pm

8:00 pm

Genesis Garden

Finance Committee

Wednesday, June 16 7:00 pm Midweek Worship (Online)

Thursday, June 17 8:00 pm Church Council

Sunday, June 20 10:00 am Worship (Online & Indoors)

mailto:tkearnsnj@gmail.com
mailto:pastormarc@clc4u.com

